
T o d a y ,  6 0 0 , 0 0 0  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n s  c a n  g o  t o  t h e  d o c t o r s ,  t h a n k s  t o
w o r k i n g  c l a s s  o r g a n i z i n g  b y  p e o p l e  l i k e  y o u !  
 
F o r  o v e r  t e n  y e a r s ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n i a n s  w r o t e  l e t t e r s ,  c a l l e d
o u r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  h e l d  p r o t e s t s  a n d  r a l l i e s - -  w e  d i d  E V E R Y T H I N G w e
c o u l d  t o  p u s h  M e d i c a i d  E x p a n s i o n  o v e r  t h e  f i n i s h  l i n e .  A n d  i t  w o r k e d .
E n r o l l m e n t  s t a r t s  t o d a y .  
 
T h i s  w i n  w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  w i t h o u t  o r g a n z i n g .  T h e  l o n g  f i g h t  w e
a l l  e n g a g e d  i n  w a s  a r d u o u s  a n d  e x h a u s t i n g ,  b u t  i t  s h o w s  u s  w h a t
p e o p l e  p o w e r  -  a n d  a  l i t t l e  g r i t - - c a n  s e c u r e  t h e  c o n c r e t e ,  i m p a c t f u l
w i n s  w e  n e e d .  

LOOKING FOR MORE ON MEDICAID?
Scan the code or find details on Medicaid

Expansion next page! 

Hard won win: Down Homies fought for years
for Medicaid Expansion
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O R G A N I Z I N G  W O R K S !
Working class heros: Down Home with Governor Cooper the day Medicaid Expansion was signed into law. 

 Medicaid Expansion Starts Dec 1st!



I m a g i n e  g e t t i n g  a  c a l l  f r o m  y o u r  c h i l d ’ s  s c h o o l  r e q u e s t i n g
t h a t  y o u  c o m e  p i c k  t h e m  u p  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  s i c k .  N o w ,
t h e  s c h o o l  h a s  a  c l i n i c  c o n n e c t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  l o c a l
H e a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t ,  b u t  y o u r  c h i l d  c a n ’ t  g o  t h e r e .  S o ,
t h e y  a d v i s e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  t o  t a k e  y o u r  c h i l d  t o  t h e  u r g e n t
c a r e  f a c i l i t y  n e x t  t o  t h e  l o c a l  h o s p i t a l …  I  e x p e r i e n c e d
t h i s  j u s t  a  s h o r t  w h i l e  a g o  w i t h  m y  c h i l d .

I f  y o u  k e e p  u p  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  o f  h e a l t h c a r e  i n  A s h e
C o u n t y ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  H e a l t h
D e p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g  h a s  b e e n  c l o s e d  s i n c e  C h r i s t m a s  o f
2 0 2 2  d u e  t o  f r o z e n  p i p e s  t h a t  b u r s t  a n d  e x p o s e d  m a s s i v e
a s b e s t o s  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  I n  j u s t  a  f e w  w e e k s ,  i t
w i l l  h a v e  b e e n  a  y e a r  t h a t  i t ’ s  b e e n  c l o s e d .

M a n y  p e o p l e  h e r e  r e l y  o n  t h e  H e a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t  a s  t h e i r
p r i m a r y  c a r e  f a c i l i t y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c a n  a f f o r d  n o t h i n g
e l s e .  I n  A s h e  C o u n t y ,  3 2 %  o f  c h i l d r e n  a r e  l i v i n g  i n
p o v e r t y  ( 2 0 1 7 )  a n d  2 0 %  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  i s  u n i n s u r e d
( 2 0 1 7 )  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  S t a t e  o f  t h e  C o u n t y  H e a l t h
R e p o r t  p u b l i s h e d  i n  2 0 1 9 .  M a n y  o f  u s  w e r e  u s i n g  t h e
H e a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t  a s  a  s o u r c e  o f  h e a l t h c a r e  b e c a u s e  o f
t h e i r  s l i d i n g  f e e  s c a l e  t o  s e e  p a t i e n t s .  

T h e  d a y  I  g o t  t h e  c a l l  f r o m  m y  s o n ’ s  s c h o o l ,  I  t o o k  h i m  t o
t h e  u r g e n t  c a r e  f a c i l i t y  t o  b e  s e e n  a n d  C O V I D  t e s t e d .
O n c e  I  g o t  t h e r e ,  I  w a s  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e y  d o  n o t  p r o v i d e
C O V I D  t e s t i n g  a n y  l o n g e r ,  b u t  I  c o u l d  f i l l  o u t  t h e
p a p e r w o r k  f o r  h i m  t o  b e  s e e n .  I  d i d  t h i s  a n d  p r o v i d e d  h i s
i n s u r a n c e  i n f o r m a t i o n . . .  A f t e r  w a i t i n g  a n  h o u r  i n  t h e
w a i t i n g  r o o m ,  I  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  t h e  f r o n t  a n d  t o l d  t h a t  h e
c o u l d  n o t  b e  s e e n  u n l e s s  I  p a i d  a  $ 9 4  b i l l  f r o m  2 0 1 8  w h e n
h e  w a s  s e e n  t h e r e  w i t h  n o  i n s u r a n c e .  I  w a s  f l o o r e d .  I
s i m p l y  c o u l d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h i s  w a s  t h e  c a s e  a n d  e x p l a i n e d
t h a t  t h e  H e a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t  t o l d  m e  h e  w a s  g u a r a n t e e d
t o  b e  s e e n ,  p e r  a n  a g r e e m e n t  t h e y  h a d  m a d e  w i t h  t h e
u r g e n t  c a r e .  T h e y  d e n i e d  a n y  t y p e  o f  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e
H e a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  w o u l d  n o t  b e  s e e i n g  h i m .

W o r r i e d  a b o u t  m y  s i c k  c h i l d ,  I  l e f t  a n d  m a d e  t h e  c a l l  t o  a
p e d i a t r i c i a n  i n  B o o n e ,  m o r e  t h a n  4 0  m i n u t e s  a w a y ,  t o  s e e
i f  t h e y  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  s e e  h i m .  T h a n k f u l l y  t h e y  m a d e  t h e
t i m e  t o  s e e  h i m .  A s  i t  t u r n s  o u t ,  h e  w a s  C O V I D - p o s i t i v e
a s  w e r e  m y s e l f  a n d  m y  h u s b a n d .

ITS HIGH TIME FOR CHANGE: 
FINDING HEALTHCARE IN RURAL NORTH CAROLINA 

Tanya Robinson is a Down Home
member in Ashe County. She’s a

mom and is raising her family in the
same hills and hollers she was raised

in... and she’s hungry for change! 

Read her essay about the state of
healthcare in the high country

below. 

medium.com/reclaiming-rural
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Read Tanya’s full story on Reclaiming Rural 



From Dreama Caldwell

Like many of you, I sat at my laptop pressing refresh over and over
again this past Tuesday waiting for the Board of Elections to update
the vote totals. It was nervewracking! 
 
That’s because Down Home members across the state had
endorsed candidates they knew would work for working-class
voters like us – and in fact, a few Down Home members were on the
ballot! Our members had spent the last six weeks flyering, tabling,
and knocking on doors to turn out the vote for the candidates right
up until 7:30 PM on Tuesday when the polls closed. When we knew
we had done all we could, we just had to wait.

At 9:30 PM I refreshed my laptop screen one more time… and I
screamed! Member endorsed Dejuana Bigelow had won her bid for
Burlington’s City Council. Our local members had knocked over
9,000 doors to help elect the first Black woman to that role!

And that wasn’t all– our members in Alamance County had helped
usher in other important local wins, including electing Quinn Ray to
Elons’ Board of Alderman and Tangela Mitchell to Gibonsonville’s
Board of Alderman. I was so excited for my home county that I
threw my purse into the car and headed up I-40 to celebrate with
our Alamance team.

But the night’s successes didn’t stop there. Soon news came in from
Cabarrus County that two of our endorsed candidates had won
their seats to Kannapolis’ (Ryan Dayvault) and Concord’s (Andy
Langford) City Councils– important seats for our members to co-
govern with. Our member-candidate, Jayne Williams, did not win
on Tuesday night, but had dramatically increased her vote total,
slowly building towards her next run. 

Then, in the third county where we made endorsements, news
came in that Down Home member Curtis McRae had won his bid
for Oxford Town Commissioner and member Guillermo Nurse had
won Oxford Mayor! Down Home’s first member to win mayor! Our
Granville Chapter went wild. 
 

 spent the rest of the night in Alamance County– there were cheers
and tears and rejoicing all around. Because I was born and raised
here, Alamance County is close to my heart. Winning Black and
Brown candidates to office here is huge; insisting on working-class
platforms is groundbreaking; mobilizing multiracial coalitions of
voters to the polls is changing the course of history. 

The political landscape of rural North Carolina is changing and
progressing with every election cycle. I spent years, as an organizer
and a candidate, trying to change Alamance County. Working at and
now leading Down Home has made me realize that change will come
as part of the big statewide movement we are building. When we
build an intentionally multiracial movement of working people our
wins in one county are amplified and can be felt everywhere across
the state. Big, broad, and statewide: This is how working people win. 

What I am saying is that all these small-town wins add up to
something big: A multiracial, working-class movement that is primed
and ready for 2024. 

This week told us everything we needed to know. We know that can
defeat extremists like Mark Robinson and Donald Trump. We know
that we can bring in new leadership who will stand for working
people and defend our communities, our schools, our healthcare,
and our land. We know that we can win. 

SMALL TOWNS, BIG WINS: DOWN HOME’S MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS
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https://www.bigelowforburlington.com/
https://quinnray.com/
https://quinnray.com/
https://m.facebook.com/p/Tangela-Mitchell-for-Gibsonville-Alderman-61550539928089/?locale=bn_IN
https://m.facebook.com/p/Tangela-Mitchell-for-Gibsonville-Alderman-61550539928089/?locale=bn_IN
https://downhomenc.org/2023/11/01/cabarrus-county-endorsements/
https://downhomenc.org/2023/11/02/granville-county-endorsements-for-municipal-elections-2023/
https://www.guillermoformayor.com/
https://www.guillermoformayor.com/


HIGHLIGHTS FROM  SOME OF OUR LOCAL CHAPTERS ACROSS NORTH CAROLINA!
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This fall, local chapters from down east up to highlands have been hosting community
“listening sessions.” In Person County, our members learned from their neighbors
about local challenges including affordable housing, the need for funding public
schools, concerns about water pollution, and more.  By checking in with and listening
to folks across our communities we can make sure our organizing we do is grounded in
local needs and values. The input we are gathering from these listening sessions will be
used by our members as they create our political platform for 2024. 

Want to meet up in Person? Contact samantha@downhomenc.org

Listening, hearing, knowing. 

Everybody, no matter where you are from or what your income might be, deserves safe
housing. But in Ashe County too many families live in substandard or outright dangerous
rentals. Our members in Ashe County have been pushing for their local County
Commission to adopt minimum housing standards in order to hold landlords accountable
and keep families safe. Member Nancy Weaver recently delivered a righteous reminder of
our duties as humans to the commissioners... and you can watch it by following scanning
the code.

Want to plug in up in Ashe? Contact dolly@downhomenc.org

Ashe County members continue to press for housing standards  

Fired Up in Vance County    
While we don’t have an official chapter in Vance County, it sure looks like we are fixin’ to!
Down Home members in Vance have been out knocking doors and talking to their
neighbors this fall-- they’ve gotten a lot of insight and interest and already have a few
gatherings on the books. Vance County has an important organizing history in North
Carolina and it looks like local folks are ready to carry on the tradition. 

Are you in Vance County? Come out to our upcoming Listening Session on Saturday, December
9th at 1 PM over in Henderson. Contact nick@downhomenc.org for location and details. 

Granville County: Working Class Power Build
You’re not supposed to let winning go to your head, but for our Granville County
members thats gonna be hard. Local chapter members proved they have what it takes
and knocked doors to even more wins this municipal election season. The local chapter
is uncovering a winning formula: When you activate around important local issues,
voters will turn out! Congratulations to all the winners, including Down Home
members Curtis McRae, elected to Oxford Town Council, and Guillermo Nurse --
Oxford’s new mayor! 

Want to plug into this powerful organizing in Granville? Contact reeves@downhomenc.org

Alamance Members Help Elect First Black Woman 
to Burlington City Council
Alamance members always have their work cut out for them, but they also always do the
damn thing! This year, they made endorsements in several local races and their hard work
mobilizing voters paid off big. Our members helped elect Quinn Ray to Elon’s Board of
Alderman and Tangela Mitchell to Gibsonville’s Board- both of whom will work for
working folks. Then they ushered in an historic win- electing Dejuana Bigelow as the first
Black woman to serve on Burlington’s City Council!

Love this? So do we. Get involved by contacting bryant@downhomenc.org 
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This fall, Down Home joined Voto Latino and other civic organizations
filing a lawsuit over North Carolina's SB 747-- "a voter suppression bill
in pure form." Down Home's Gwen Frisbie-Fulton wrote about that
lawsuit and how S.B. 747 will hurt rural working class voters, especially
those who are housing insecure, in an opinion piece for Democracy
Docket. 
 
"Having nontraditional or insecure housing shouldn’t jeopardize a
North Carolinian’s ability to have their vote count just because a piece
of mail gets returned. S.B. 747 makes it so that too many people would
go to the polls, lawfully vote and later learn — or perhaps never learn —
that their vote didn’t count.

DISENFRANCISING RURAL VOTERS IS BY DESIGN
(OR, WHY DOWN HOME IS SUING OVER S.B. 747)

CRIBS, BUT IN THE CABARRUS FIELD
OFFICE? 
Our social media has been hijacked!  In recent social media
takeover days, folks from across rural North Carolina have been
showcasing their hometowns and local Down Home chapters on
social media. 

Make sure you check out some of the great videos from Person
County, Granville County and... special shout out to the
hilarious “Cribs” style video done in Cabarrus! Check it out
above.  If you aren’t following Down Home already, you might
want to get on that. 

At Down Home, we think these are
precisely the people whom our
government needs to be listening to the
most closely — the people who live at the
crossroads of a precarious economy and
bad policy," she writes. 

Down Homies in Pitt County are out and
about talking to their community

Down Home Watauga tabling at
the local farmers market
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Next
PSS

training: 
Wednesday 
Dec. 6, 7 PM

ONLINE 

T h i s  f a l l ,  o u r  f o l k s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  S t r o n g  h a v e  b e e n
c i r c u l a t i n g  a  s u r v e y  a s k i n g  a b o u t  t h e i r  n e i g h b o r ’ s  e x p e r i e n c e s
w i t h  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  w h a t  n e e d s  t h e i r  l o c a l  s c h o o l s  h a v e .  
 
B y  m i d - N o v e m b e r ,  t h e y  h a d  g a t h e r e d  m o r e  t h a n  1 , 0 0 0  r e s p o n s e s
f r o m  o v e r  7 0  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  c o u n t i e s .  S o  t h e y  d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g
t h o s e  r e s p o n s e s  t o  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  T r u i t t  a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f
P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  i n  R a l e i g h - - -  a n d  t h e y  w e n t  w i t h  a  c l e a r
m e s s a g e :  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  p a r e n t s  r e j e c t  v o u c h e r s  a n d  w a n t  t o  k e e p
p u b l i c  m o n e y  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s !    
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EVENTS THIS MONTH
F i n d  o u r  e v e n t s  a n d  s i g n  u p  h e r e :
m o b i l i z e . u s / D o w n H o m e N C

A S H E  C O U N T Y
 
M e d i c a i d  E x p a n s i o n  E n r o l l m e n t ,
O u t r e a c h ,  a n d  E d u c a t i o n
M o n d a y ,  D e c .  1 1 ,  6  P M
@  W i l k e s  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e
 
A s h e  C o u n t y  C h a p t e r  M e e t i n g
J a n u a r y  1 6 ,  6  - 8  P M
@ W i l k e s  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e
 
 
G R A N V I L L E  C O U N T Y
 
G r a n v i l l e  C o u n t y  C h a p t e r
M e e t i n g
T u e s d a y ,  J a n  2 3 ,  6  P M
@  G r a n v i l l e  C h a p t e r  O f f i c e

J O H N S T O N  C O U N T Y
 
 I R A  I n f o r m a t i o n  S e s s i o n
T h u r s d a y ,  D e c  7 ,  6 : 3 0  P M
 
J O C O  N e w  Y e a r  C e l e b r a t i o n
F r i d a y ,  J a n u a r y  1 2 t h ,  6  P M

 
P E R S O N  C O U N T Y
 
P e r s o n  C o u n t y  H o l i d a y  P a r t y
T u e s d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  1 2 t h ,  6  P M
@ P e r s o n  C o u n t y  S e n i o r  C e n t e r

 
P I T T  C O U N T Y
 
P i t t  C o u n t y  P u l s e !  
T h u r s d a y ,  D e c  7 ,  6  P M
@  S o u t h  G r e e n v i l l e  R e c  C e n t e r

 
V A N C E  C O U N T Y
 
V a n c e  C o u n t y  L i s t e n i n g  S e s s i o n
S a t u r d a y ,  D e c  9 ,  1  P M

S T A T E W I D E

P u b l i c  S c h o o l  S t r o n g  T r a i n i n g
( o n l i n e )
W e d n e s d a y ,  D e c  6 ,  7  P M

Got something to say?
Say it in The Holler!

Send us your updates about your
chapter, photos, their opinion pieces
about your campaigns and your
community!

Gwen Frisbie-Fulton
gwen@downhomenc.org

PUBLIC SCHOOL STRONG HEADS TO RALEIGH: 
“KEEP PUBLIC MONEY IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS”

While the responses demonstrate that our schools have locally
specific needs and issues– some parents want to see more
investment in school libraries, others are concerned that bus
transportation is underpaid and understaffed- it is clear that
parents across the state believe that schools are in dire need of
real funding. And that funding is needed now. Frankly, it was
needed yesterday.

However, North Carolina’s public schools are at great risk of
losing funding right now due to the recently passed legislation
expanding vouchers that will pull public dollars out of public
schools and put them in private hands. 

Our members in Johnston County have been
researching Inflaction Reduction Act funds
and looking at ways that we might be able to
use them to help homeowners in our
community as we face extreme weather and
climate change. Come learn with us!  

HEATING AND COOLING OUT OF CONTROL?

https://secure.everyaction.com/aL6ElxXHo0K8uojL1MqUxQ2
https://www.mobilize.us/downhomenc/event/594033/
https://www.mobilize.us/downhomenc/
https://www.mobilize.us/downhomenc/event/551291/
https://www.mobilize.us/downhomenc/event/588109/
https://www.mobilize.us/downhomenc/event/594005/
https://www.mobilize.us/downhomenc/event/593508/
https://www.mobilize.us/downhomenc/event/589831/
https://www.mobilize.us/downhomenc/event/593654/
https://www.mobilize.us/downhomenc/event/557516/

