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BUILDING SKILLS AND LEADERS 
Y o u  k n o w  t h o s e  m a g i c  m o m e n t s ?  L i k e  w h e n  O t i s  R e d d i n g  f i r s t  t o o k  t h e  m i c r o p h o n e  a t

S t a x  R e c o r d s  o r  w h e n  D o l l y  P a r t o n  f i r s t  p e r f o r m e d  w i t h  P o r t e r  W a g o n e r ?  W e l l ,  t h e

D o w n  H o m e  C a m p a i g n s  B o o t  C a m p  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  l e s s  m u s i c a l  t h a n  t h o s e ,  b u t  m a g i c

l i k e  t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e  a i r  w h e n  w e  m e t .  I t  f e l t  l i k e  t h e  s t a r t  o f  s o m e t h i n g  b i g  a n d  l o n g -

l a s t i n g .  

O u r  m e m b e r s  c a m e  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  b u i l d i n g  c a m p a i g n s  i n  t h e i r

l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e y  l e a r n e d  h o w  t o  m a k e  e f f e c t i v e  d e m a n d s ,  c r e a t e  s t r o n g  t e a m s ,

l e v e r a g e  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  b u i l d  l o c a l  p o w e r .  

“ T h i s  w a s  v e r y  n e c e s s a r y , ”  s a i d  C a b a r r u s  m e m b e r  S a b r i n a  B e r r y .  M e m b e r  M a e  M a c k

a g r e e d  a n d  s a i d  t h e  b o o t  c a m p  “ h e l p e d  m e  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  m u c h  n e e d s  t o  g o  i n t o  a

p r o p o s a l  a n d  h o w  t o  p l a n  i t  o u t . ”  

T h e s e  c a m p a i g n s  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  b u i l d  p o w e r ,  m o m e n t u m ,  a n d  m e m b e r s h i p  s o  e v e r y

c a m p a i g n  c r e a t e s  m o r e  c a p a c i t y  a n d  m o r e  m u l t i r a c i a l ,  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  o r g a n i z i n g

b e c o m e s  p o s s i b l e  o v e r  t i m e .

A s  G r a n v i l l e  m e m b e r  J a s o n  D u n k i n  s a i d ,  “ I ’ m  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  a l l  t h e  w i n s  w e

r e c e i v e  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  s u m m e r ! ”

IN THIS ISSUE
B u i l d i n g  s k i l l s  a n d  l e a d e r s

M e m b e r  v o i c e s :  D a n a  B a n g o

c e l e b r a t e s  M e d i c a i d  E x p a n s i o n

S k i p  t h e  d i s t r a c t i o n s .  F o c u s  o n

e d u c a t i o n .

B u i l d i n g  a  N e w  S o u t h e r n

S t r a t e g y

H o l d i n g  O u r  O f f i c i a l s

A c c o u n t a b l e

Down Home members from across the state spent a weekend together at our  Campaign Boot Camp to build campaigning skills.

Cabarrus represent! Mark, Jasmine, Steve, Mae, and Sabrina.

Alamance County works it out: Tabitha, Tanya, Bryant, Amanda and Brian.

Granville strong: Reeves, Desmond, Russell, Jason, Alexis, William, and Myla

Ashe and
Watauga
talk High
Country:
Dolly,
Nancy,
Olive,
Moriah,
Dalton and
Smith.

Johnston
County
talked about
education:
Aexis, Allen,
Erica, and Liz
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W a t c h  f u l l  v i d e o  o n
o u r  Y o u T u b e  c h a n n e l
w i t h  t h e  Q R  c o d e

Skip the distractions.
Focus on education.
O u r  m e m b e r s  o r g a n i z i n g  f o r  p u b l i c

s c h o o l s  h a v e  b e e n  b u s i e r  t h a n  p o p c o r n

i n  a  s k i l l e t .

W e ’ r e  b u i l d i n g  l o c a l  t e a m s  a n d  s h o w i n g

u p  a t  s c h o o l  b o a r d  m e e t i n g s  a c r o s s  t h e

s t a t e ,  a l l  w h i l e  f i g h t i n g  t h e  e x t r e m i s t s

d u m p i n g  o n  o u r  k i d s  a n d  t h e i r  f u t u r e .

T h e s e  t e a m s  a r e  t h e  f i r s t  l i n e  o f  d e f e n s e .

W h e n  P r o u d  B o y s  s h o w  u p  a t  s c h o o l

b o a r d  m e e t i n g s ,  l i k e  t h e y  d i d  i n  N e w

H a n o v e r  a n d  R o b e s o n  l a s t  m o n t h ,  t h e y

d i s r u p t  a n d  g e t  a t t e n t i o n  b u t  t h e y  n e v e r

r e p r e s e n t  r e a l  w o r k i n g  f a m i l i e s .  

W e ’ r e  a l s o  w a t c h i n g  H B 1 8 7 ,  N o r t h

C a r o l i n a ’ s  v e r s i o n  o f  a n  a n t i - C R T  b i l l

w h i c h  w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  t e a c h e r s  f r o m

p r o m o t i n g  c o n c e p t s  t h a t  s u g g e s t

A m e r i c a  i s  r a c i s t  o r  t h a t  p e o p l e  a r e

i n h e r e n t l y  r a c i s t  o r  s e x i s t .  D o w n  H o m i e s

h a v e  s p e n t  a  l o n g  t i m e  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t

o u r  s t a t e ’ s  R E A L  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  w e  k n o w

t h a t  t h e s e  c u l t u r e  w a r r i n g  p o l i t i c i a n s

a r e  j u s t  p l a y i n g  g a m e s .  T h a t  s a i d ,  w e

a l s o  k n o w  H B 1 8 7  h a s  p a s s e d  t h e  H o u s e

a l r e a d y  a n d  i s  h e a d e d  t o  t h e  S e n a t e –  a n d

w e  a r e  b u i l d i n g  a  r e s p o n s e  t e a m  o n

s t a n d b y  i n  c a s e  w e  a r e  n e e d e d .

MEMBER VOICES: DANA CELEBRATES MEDICAID EXPANSION
W a t a u g a  C o u n t y  D o w n  H o m e  m e m b e r  D a n a

B a n g o  w a s  r a i s e d  i n  a  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  f a m i l y .  H e r

d a d  w a s  a n  a u t o w o r k e r  a n d  U A W  m e m b e r .  T h e y

a l w a y s  h a d  g o o d  h e a l t h  c a r e .  B u t ,  d e c a d e s

l a t e r ,  w h e n  a  c a n c e r  d i a g n o s i s  h i t  h e r ,  D a n a

d i d n ’ t  h a v e  i n s u r a n c e .  S h e  w a s  t h r o w n  i n t o  t h e

b r u t a l i t y  o f  a  h e a l t h  c a r e  s y s t e m  t h a t  d o e s n ’ t

c e n t e r  c a r e  f o r  e v e r y o n e  a n d  p u n i s h e s  t h e

w o r k i n g  c l a s s .  

N o w ,  a f t e r  y e a r s  o f  a d v o c a c y ,  D a n a  c a n  f i n a l l y

w r i t e  a  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  w h a t  M e d i c a i d  E x p a n s i o n

m e a n s  f o r  w o r k i n g  p e o p l e  i n  N C .

Members celebrated Medicaid Expansion with Gov. Roy Cooper. From left to right: Watauga's Dana Bango, Person's KyleMembers celebrated Medicaid Expansion with Gov. Roy Cooper. From left to right: Watauga's Dana Bango, Person's Kyle
Warren-Love, Granville's Alma Hawkins, Gov. Roy Cooper, Alamance's Debbie Smith, and Co-Executive Director Todd Zimmer.Warren-Love, Granville's Alma Hawkins, Gov. Roy Cooper, Alamance's Debbie Smith, and Co-Executive Director Todd Zimmer.

R e a d  D a n a ' s  f u l l  s t o r y  o n  o u r
b l o g  w i t h  t h e  Q R  c o d e
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Video: We did it! We got Medicaid Expansion passed!
L e t ' s  g e t  i t !  I t ' s  b e e n  a  l o n g

j o u r n e y  t o  M e d i c a i d  E x p a n s i o n ,

a n d  h e r e ' s  a  v i d e o  o f  h i g h l i g h t s

a b o u t  h o w  D o w n  H o m e  h e l p e d

w i n  i t .  T h i s  p h o t o  f e a t u r e s

C o u r t n e y  f r o m  t h e  G r a n v i l l e

c h a p t e r ,  b u t  t h e  v i d e o  f e a t u r e s

t o o  m a n y  p e o p l e  t o  n a m e !

"I've been waiting

for this day for

seven years."
-Watauga member

Dana Bango

C a r e  a b o u t  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ?  G e t  i n v o l v e d !
O u r  n e x t  m e e t i n g  i s  W e d n e s d a y ,  A p r i l  1 9 .
V i s i t :  m o b i l i z e . u s / d o w n h o m e n c  t o  s i g n  u p !

https://pulse.ncpolicywatch.org/2023/02/23/north-carolina-republicans-revive-anti-critical-race-theory-bill/#sthash.aEmo1Hpf.dpbs


BUILDING A NEW SOUTHERN STRATEGY WITH DEEP CANVASSING
I f  y o u  a r e  f r o m  a r o u n d  h e r e ,  t h e n  y o u  k n o w  a b o u t  t h e  o l d  S o u t h e r n  S t r a t e g y  i n  p o l i t i c s .  B e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 s  a n d  7 0 s ,  c e r t a i n

R e p u b l i c a n s  p r o m o t e d  r a c i a l  r e s e n t m e n t  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  d i v i d e  w o r k i n g  p e o p l e  o n  i s s u e s  f r o m  b u s i n g ,  w e l f a r e ,  a n d  c i v i l  r i g h t s .  B u t

t h e  S o u t h  i s n ’ t  a l w a y s  w h a t  y o u  t h i n k  i t  i s .  I t ’ s  m o r e  c o m p l i c a t e d ,  s u r p r i s i n g ,  a n d  o p t i m i s t i c  t h a n  t h i s  o l d  p l a y b o o k .

D o w n  H o m e ’ s  D e e p  C a n v a s s  T e a m  i s  r e d e f i n i n g  t h e  S o u t h e r n  S t r a t e g y  a n d  m a k i n g  i t  o u r  o w n .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  f e a r  a n d  d i v i s i o n  o f

t h e  p a s t  h a v e  n o  p l a c e  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t .  

O u r  S o u t h e r n  S t r a t e g y  i s  o n e  o f  h o p e  a n d  i n c l u s i o n .  

O n  A p r i l  2 6 ,  w e  w i l l  d e b u t  o u r  N e w  S o u t h e r n  S t r a t e g y  D e e p  C a n v a s s  A c a d e m y .  O u r  s t r a t e g y  w i l l  u n i f y  a n d  b r i n g  p e o p l e  t o g e t h e r

a c r o s s  d i f f e r e n c e s .  W e  w i l l  c o n n e c t  p e o p l e  t o  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  b u i l d  s t a t e w i d e  m u l t i - r a c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  

 

T h e  A c a d e m y ' s  g o a l  i s  t o  e n g a g e ,  e d u c a t e ,  t r a i n ,  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  d e v e l o p  l e a d e r s  a c r o s s  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  s o  w e  c a n  w i n  o n  t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t

m a t t e r  m o s t  r i g h t  h e r e  a t  h o m e :  A  n e w  S o u t h ,  t h e  o n e  w e  h a v e  a l w a y s  w a n t e d .  I f  t h i s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g e t t i n g

i n v o l v e d  w i t h ,  r e a c h  o u t  t o  y o u r  l o c a l  o r g a n i z e r .  

Video: What's a county commissioner do? 
A s  w e  b u i l d  l o c a l  p o w e r ,  i t ' s  s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  k n o w  h o w

p o w e r  w o r k s  o n  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l .  

O u r  A s h e  C o u n t y  m e m b e r  T a n y a  R o b i n s o n  g u i d e s  y o u

t h r o u g h  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  w h y  t h e y ' r e  s o

i m p o r t a n t  t o  c r e a t i n g  c h a n g e .
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S c a n  f o r  v i d e o

We had 13 volunteers for a recent canvassing session in Alamance County. We knocked onWe had 13 volunteers for a recent canvassing session in Alamance County. We knocked on
247 doors, and had 30 conversations. The phone banking team had 8 volunteers who made247 doors, and had 30 conversations. The phone banking team had 8 volunteers who made
436 calls with over 30 conversations. Canvassing is one important way that we base build!436 calls with over 30 conversations. Canvassing is one important way that we base build!
Without a strong base, we are fighting alone and we don't want that!Without a strong base, we are fighting alone and we don't want that!  

It was below freezing and windy, but this Ashe County crew is hardy! While canvassing, weIt was below freezing and windy, but this Ashe County crew is hardy! While canvassing, we
met folks preparing to move out of the county because they can’t afford to live heremet folks preparing to move out of the county because they can’t afford to live here
anymore. We learned about invasive and predatory landlord practices and met rentersanymore. We learned about invasive and predatory landlord practices and met renters
who've had multiple rent increases in just the last 12 months. Now our members arewho've had multiple rent increases in just the last 12 months. Now our members are
researching policy to determine strategy to right these wrongs!researching policy to determine strategy to right these wrongs!  

Why, yes, that is a baby goat in
the Ashe County meeting! 

https://downhomenc.org/local-organizing/
https://downhomenc.org/local-organizing/
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EVENTS THIS MONTH
S i g n  u p  a n d  f i n d  m o r e  e v e n t s  a t  D o w n

H o m e ' s  M o b i l i z e  p a g e :

m o b i l i z e . u s / D o w n H o m e N C

A l a m a n c e  C h a p t e r

A l a m a n c e  C h a p t e r  M e e t i n g

T u e s d a y ,  A p r i l  4

A s h e  C h a p t e r

A s h e  C h a p t e r  M e e t i n g

T u e s d a y ,  A p r i l  1 1

C a b a r r u s  C h a p t e r

C a b a r r u s  B u d g e t  C a m p a i g n  C o m m i t t e e

M e e t i n g

M o n d a y ,  A p r i l  3

C a b a r r u s  C h a p t e r  M e e t i n g

T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  6

G r a n v i l l e  C h a p t e r

G r a n v i l l e  C h a p t e r  M e e t i n g

W e d n e s d a y ,  A p r i l  5

J o h n s t o n  C h a p t e r

J o h n s t o n  C h a p t e r  M e e t i n g

T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  1 3

W a t a u g a  C h a p t e r

C o m m i s s i o n e r  M e e t i n g  -  P u b l i c

C o m m e n t  O r g a n i z i n g

T u e s d a y ,  A p r i l  4

W a t a u g a  C h a p t e r  M e e t i n g

T u e s d a y ,  A p r i l  1 8

P u b l i c  S c h o o l  O r g a n i z i n g

P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  S t r o n g  T r a i n i n g

W e d n e s d a y ,  A p r i l  1 9

H E A L  T o g e t h e r  N C  S t a t e w i d e  C a l l

T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  2 7

T r a i n i n g  a n d  S k i l l  B u i l d i n g

P u b l i c  C o m m e n t  1 0 1  ( v i r t u a l )

T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  2 0

U s i n g  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t o  B u i l d  P o w e r

( v i r t u a l )

T u e s d a y ,  A p r i l  1 1

T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  2 0

Co-Governance:
Holding Our Officials
Accountable
O u r  m e m b e r s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  a r e

b u i l d i n g  u p  t h e i r  c o - g o v e r n a n c e

m u s c l e s !  T h i s  m e a n s  h a v i n g

c o n s t r u c t i v e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h

e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y ’ r e

R e p u b l i c a n  o r  D e m o c r a t  o r  s o m e w h e r e

i n - b e t w e e n –  b a s i c a l l y ,  i f  w e  h e l p e d

e l e c t  ‘ e m ,  t h e y  n e e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  u s !   

W e  e x p e c t  o u r  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  t o  b e

a c c o u n t a b l e  t o  o u r  w o r k i n g  c l a s s

n e e d s .  L a s t  m o n t h ,  o u r  m e m b e r s  m e t

w i t h  s e v e r a l  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  t o  d i s c u s s

t h e i r  v o t i n g  r e c o r d  a n d  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t

t h e y  a r e  h o l d i n g  u p  t h e  v a l u e s  f o r

w h i c h  o u r  m e m b e r s  e n d o r s e d  t h e m .  

C o - g o v e r n a n c e  i s n ’ t  j u s t  a b o u t  m e e t i n g

w i t h  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s –  i t ’ s  a l s o  a b o u t

h o l d i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  a c c o u n t a b l e  t o  o u r

n e e d s .  U p  i n  W a t a u g a  C o u n t y ,  o u r

m e m b e r s  a r e  o r g a n i z i n g  t o  c h a n g e  t h e

w a y  t h e i r  c o u n t y  c o m m i s s i o n  d o e s

b u s i n e s s .  W a t a u g a  m e m b e r  S a r a h  D a v i s

p u t  h e r  C o u n t y  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  b l a s t  f o r

h a v i n g  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t s  o n l y  a f t e r  t h e y

a l r e a d y  v o t e d .  W o r k i n g  p e o p l e  a r e

w a t c h i n g ,  a n d  a  c h a n g e  i s  g o i n g  t o

c o m e  o n e  w a y  o r  a n o t h e r .
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VIDEO: THANKS TO DOWN HOME!
N C  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D i a m o n d  S t a t o n -

W i l l i a m s  c e l e b r a t e s  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f

M e d i c a i d  E x p a n s i o n  a n d  t h a n k s  D o w n

H o m e  f o r  a l l  t h e  w o r k  w e  d i d  f o r  i t .  O u r

C a b a r r u s  m e m b e r s  e n d o r s e d  h e r  l a s t

y e a r ,  k n o c k i n g  d o o r s  a n d  t u r n i n g  o u t  t h e

v o t e .  I t  w a s  S t a t o n - W i l l i a m s '  v i c t o r y  t h a t

p r e v e n t e d  a  R e p u b l i c a n  s u p e r m a j o r i t y

a n d  p r e s e r v e d  C o o p e r ' s  v e t o .

S c a n  f o r  v i d e o

Got something to say? Say it in The Holler!
The Holler is the monthly newsletter for Down
Home.  We showcase the work y'all are doing
across NC.

But we also want to  give the mic to our members
and share what you care about and want to see.

Interested in sharing your writing? We are always
looking to highlight rural voices that defy
stereotypes  in our Reclaiming Rural blog. 

Are you taking photographs that Down Homies
should see? Just want to share a music playlist to
get other organizers pumped?  Have a social media
idea to put your campaign over the top?

Contact us in the Comms department!

Gwen Frisbie-Fulton
gwen@downhomenc.org
(336) 253-4649

Harry Turfle
harry@downhomenc.org
(347) 572-5788

We've got the socials

Do you like posting on social media? Want to
spread the word on your organizing, or what's
happening in your county? Let us know! 

Follow Down Home on our social media
accounts.

We're real humans (Gwen and Harry!) and we'll
actually answer any messages you send.

We are always looking to share your photos and
videos and celebrate how you're building local
power where you are.

https://www.mobilize.us/downhomenc/event/550673/
https://www.mobilize.us/downhomenc/event/547539/
https://www.mobilize.us/downhomenc/event/550015/
https://www.mobilize.us/downhomenc/event/553393/
https://www.mobilize.us/downhomenc/event/551291/
https://www.mobilize.us/downhomenc/event/549796/
https://www.mobilize.us/downhomenc/event/557106/
https://www.mobilize.us/downhomenc/event/552310/
https://www.mobilize.us/downhomenc/event/557509/
https://www.mobilize.us/downhomenc/event/556297/
https://www.mobilize.us/downhomenc/event/556651/
https://www.mobilize.us/downhomenc/event/556651/

